August 2012 Features Update

Most of the changes made to the web-site since April have been subtle.

New Entry Point on the Web

A new domain name, genealogy.jamescobban.net, has been created that provides a short-cut to the main
entry point to the genealogical services. This does not affect any book-marked links.

Signon, Account Management, and Register Dialogs

The “sign on” button in the top right corner of each page has been relabeled as “contribute”. The
dialogs reached through clicking on the contribute button have been cleaned up and made more
consistent. They no longer have header sections since they are not part of the hierarchy of pages in the
web-site. They now support context specific help balloons that pop-up when the mouse hovers over
individual input fields and buttons. I apologize that there was a bug in the registration dialog that
meant that nobody could register.

The Signon dialog now looks like:

Sign In for Contributing 2 Help

You can contribute to this web-site by adding transcriptions of census pages, birth/marriage/death
registrations, or by adding information about your family to the family tree. If you are not already a

subscriber to this web-site, please click on the Register button or hold down the Alt shift and press
R.

User Identifier: |
Password: (i

signin | SignOf | Register | Close | Contact Author

User identifier " unnacceptable. Please specify your userid and password

Hllustration 1: Signon Dialog

The Registration dialog now looks like:

Register a New User tHele

User ldentifier: |
Password: [
Repeat Password: |
E-mail Address: |

Register | Close | Contact Author |

Enter registration.

Hllustration 2: Register New User Dialog


http://genealogy.jamescobban.net/

The Account Management dialog now looks like:

? Help

Account Management

User Identifier: jcobban
Current Password: |
New Password: |
Repeat New Password: |
E-Mail Address: |

Apply Changes | Sign Off | Close | Contact Author

Hllustration 3: Account Management Dialog

Edit Individual

To simplify modifying existing facts or events it is now possible to modify the date, description, and
location of an existing fact or event by modifying the fields on the main edit dialog. Previously these
fields were read-only and “grayed-out”. However adding source citations and modifying any other
attribute of a fact or event still requires clicking on the “Details” button.

Edit Family

A number of bugs relating to detaching children from a family have been resolved. For example
detaching the last child of a family had no visual result. There was also a problem if as a result of
previous problems, for example as a result of a merge, the same individual appeared twice as a child in
the same family it was not possible to just detach one instance.

Edit Event

The title displayed in the dialog for editing a fact or event contains the name of the individual, or pair
of individuals associated with the event. The name[s] are now hyper-link[s] to the main page for the
individual[s]. For example all marriage events are now identified by the names of both partners.

Edit Marriage Event for Phillip L. Adair and Francis A. Robinson zsep

Date: |22 Mar 1877
Location: |Caradoc, Middlesex, ON, CA

Citations: Source Name Details (Page)
Edit Citation | [Marriage Register, CA, Ontario [1877-6395 Delete Citation I
Add Citation

Update Event |

Hllustration 4: Edit Marriage Event with Names of Partners



Input Fields and Buttons in Forms

The appearance of input fields and buttons in many forms depended upon the operating system context
within which the browser was running. This led to problems where in some contexts the input forms
were visually rearranged in a confusing and unexpected way. All fields and buttons now use explicit
presentation styles so that forms will appear the same in all browsers (that are compliant to CSS3, in
other words everything except Internet Explorer release 8 and below) and on all operating systems.

Unknown Sex

A distinct color, green, is used for individuals whose sex is not known, as opposed to the red used for
females and the blue for males. This applies to selection lists and reports.

Families of South-West Middlesex

MName (Surname, |Clark ':"4

Given):

Include Married Names:

[choose an individual]

Clark

Clark
Select:

, Charles [about 1873-)
Clark,

Charles Edgar (24 May 1900-)

, Charles Henry (14 Jun 1899-)
Clark,
Clark,
Clark,
Clark,
Clark,
Clark,

Charlotte Francis (19 Jun 1850-28 May 1933)
Charlotte L. (27 Sep 1874-Private)

Childacfalex (Private-)

Childbofalex (Private-)

Childcofalex (Private-)

Christina (30 Apr 1876-14 Dec 1912) -

I_l_lustration 5: Unknown Sex



Recent Updates Tool

A new tool is added on the Services page. This tool generates a report of all new individuals that were
added to the database during the last week. It includes a back link to the previous week's report.

Display Individuals Added Between
2012-08-17 and 2012-08-24

aea ——m
Name Birth Date Death Date

JAnn Wifeofwilliamatkinson

JAnne Wifeofrobertcrawford about 1828

 Elizabeth Wifeofalexanderdickinson
lane Wifeofdoctorfarrar

(Mary |ane Wifeofishnduncan

(Mary Wifeofiohnbovlan

Rebecca Wifeofsamuelmoore

Susannah Wifeofjosephwilkinson
Albertson, Garret Wesley
Atkinson, Sarah A. about 1862
Atkinson, Williarm
Banks, Mandy

Bartremn, Alexander about 1837
Bartrem, Almyra about 1862

lllustration 6. Report of Added Individuals

Tree Representation of Family

Anew == | button is added to the details page for an individual for those who like graphical

representations of family trees. This button displays a graphical tree showing the parents, spouses, and
children of the current individual. You can navigate through the tree by clicking on any name to re-
center the tree on the selected individual. For example clicking on a parent's name moves you back
through time, while clicking on a child's name moves you forward down the generations.


http://www.jamescobban.net/FamilyTree/showAddedIndividuals.php?week=1

Click on a name to re-center tree.

Joseph Adair
b: 17 Dec 1797 1824
d: 19 Apr 1874

Mary Corman
b: 5 Jun 1830

Susannah London

b: about 1804
d: 12 Jan 1889

Phillip L. Adair
b: 8 Apr 1825
before 1850 [ 4. 27 Oct 1901

d: 3 Oct 1874

22 Mar 1877

Francis A. Robinson
b: about 1848
d: between 1881 and 1900

Alpheus Adair
b: about 1850

Joseph Adair
b: Feb 1855
d: 27 Jan 1925

David Adair
b: about 1856

Stillborn Adair
b: 12 Oct 1879
d: 12 Oct 1879

lllustration 7: Family Tree Graphic

County and Town/Township Information

The information on the towns and townships comprising a county, which is used in the query forms for
the Ontario birth, marriage, and death registrations, was previously maintained using a series of text
files which could only be modified by the web-site administrator. This information has been moved to
a database table, and a web application created to permit any appropriately authorized subscriber to

update this information.

Canada: ON County Table Update

1D | Name |Created| Ended| Delete | Townships
[alg [Algoma District [ 1852 | 9999 Delete Townships
[Ert [Brant [ 1852 | 9999 Delete Townships
[6Fd [Brantford City [ 1852 [ 9999 Delete | Townships
[Bvl [Brockville City [ 1852 | 9999 Delete Townships
[Eru [Bruce [ 1852 | 9999 Delete Townships
[crl [Carleton [ 1852 | 9999 Delete Townships
[ofn [Dufferin [ 1852 | 9999 Delete Townships
[ond [Dundas [ 1852 [ 9999 Delete Townships

Hlustration 8: Counties Tuble

You can add an delete counties, and add, delete, or modify towns and townships within a county.



http://www.jamescobban.net/Ontario/CountiesEdit.php

Ontario Birth Registration

The microfilm reel number assigned by the Ontario Archives is now made visible and may be set
during updates of Ontario Birth Registrations. It defaults to the reel number of the next lower
registration in the database. Also the action taken for clearing the form has been improved.

The birth registration status report for a year has been enhanced to report on the progress of linking
birth registrations to the family tree.

Ontario: Birth Registration Status 1888 Help?
=--- 1887 1889 —--=
County Township Done|%Linked| WView

Elg Bayham 6| 33.33%| View |

Elg Dunwich View

Esx Amherstburg View ]

Msx |Adelaide View ||

Msx Ailsa Craig View

Msx Caradoc 68| B2.35%| View

Msx Delaware 15| 53.33%| View |

Msx Dorchester Morth 6| 16.67%| View

Msx Ekfrid 59| 64.41%| View

lllustration 9: Birth Registration Summary

The progress of the linking is show as a color-coded percentage of the transcriptions for each township.
For convenience arrow links have been added to proceed directly to preceding and following years.

Ontario Death Registration

The death registration status report for a year has been enhanced to report on the progress of linking
death registrations to the family tree.

Ontario: Death Registration Status 1891 Help?
=-- 1890 1892 ---=
County| Township Done|%Linked| WView

Msx Adelaide 20| T5.00%( View |

Msx |Biddulph 25 - —

Msx Caradoc 37| 75.68%| View

Msx Delaware 23| 39.13% | View |

Msx |Dorchester N.| 30 -i

Msx | Ekfrid 7| az.86%| view |[|

Msx Glencoe 3| 66.67%| View |

— | - I e |




The progress of the linking is show as a color-coded percentage of the transcriptions for each township.
For convenience arrow links have been added to proceed directly to preceding and following years.

Ontario Marriage Registration

The marriage registration status report for a year has been enhanced to report on the progress of linking
marriage registrations to the family tree.

Ontario: Marriage Registration Status 1895 Help?
<--- 1894 1896 ---=

County Township Done|%Linked| View

Elg S5t.Thomas 33.33%| View |
Esx Colchester 66.67%| View
Esx Essex 66.6T%| View
Esx Windsor View

Knt Chatham City 66.67%| View

Knt Orford

View

View

N annae
] HE
el

:

Lmt Brooke

Msx |Adelaide 11| 54.55%| View |

The progress of the linking is show as a color-coded percentage of the transcriptions for each township.
For convenience arrow links have been added to proceed directly to preceding and following years.

Census Transcriptions

The status report for each census division now also reports the progress of linking lines of the census to
individuals in the family tree.

11891 Census Division Status

District 92 Middlesex South, SubDistrict A Caradoc Div 1
| [Page| Done|[%Done| %Linked
([ 1] 2s[200.00 S8 jcobban vpaste [[[ 2] 25[1200.00] 84.00(jcobban Update |
| 3| 25|:|.nn.nn| M|jmhban | Update ||_| 4| 25|:|.nn.nn| au.ou|jmhhan | Update
El

24/[100.00 I jcobban | update [[ [ 6 25[200.00 MMM jcobban || update |

Transcriber| Action || |[Page|Done|[%Done| %Linked| Transcriber| Action |

=




